


Research – Long Essay Prep
❖ On Tuesday, 3/27/18, you will write a long essay on how artists often create works that are site specific and 

how removing a work from its original location would impair interpretation. Using your text, Khan 

Academy, & the Internet, research the Isenheim Altarpiece AND ONE of the listed works (or one of your 

choosing). 

❖ To answer the question, you may select a work from the list below or any other relevant work of art (does not 

need to be from the required image set). When identifying a work of art, you must include all of the following: title 

or designation, name of the artist and/or culture of origin, date of creation, and materials.

❖ Dome of the Rock (Content Area 7)

❖ Kaaba (Content Area 7)

❖ Maya Lin, Vietnam Veterans Memorial (Content Area 4)

❖ Frank Lloyd Wright, Falling Water (Content Area 4)

LONG ESSAY PREP

KHAN ACADEMY: AP Art History

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ap-art-history


Long Essay – 30 Minutes

 Explain the original location of this work.

 Discuss how this work’s original location enhances the meaning of the painting.

 Select and completely identify another work of art whose original location is known.

 Explain the original location of this work.

 Discuss how this work’s original location enhances its meaning.

You may either select a work from the list below or select one of your own choosing. You are not limited to the works in the official image set. (Suggested time: 30 minutes)

Dome of the Rock

Kaaba

Maya Lin, Vietnam Veterans Memorial

Frank Lloyd Wright, Fallingwater

Artists often create works of art that are site specific. Removing such a work from its 
location would impair interpretation. Conversely, knowing the original context of a 
work of art can often contribute to its meaning. This work is Matthias Grünewald’s 
Isenheim Altarpiece, from 1512-1516, oil on panel.



LONG ESSAY

Scoring Rubric for the 30-Minute Long Essay – 7 Points

Criteria Points

Task: Explain the original location of this work

The essay must state the original location of this work 1

Task: Discuss how this work’s original location enhances its meaning.

The essay must unite the original placement of the work with its meaning. 0-2

Task: Select and completely identify another work of art whose original location is known.

The essay must fully identify a second work. 1

Task: Explain the original location of this other work.

The essay must state the original location of this work. 1

Task: Explain how this other work’s original location enhances its meaning.

The essay must unite the original placement of the work with its meaning 0-2

TOTAL POINTS POSSIBLE: 7



77. Isenheim altarpiece. Matthias Grünewald. c. 1512–1516 C.E. Oil on wood. German. (2 images) (Musée d’Unterlinden, 

Colmar)
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❖ The Isenheim Altarpiece was created for the 

hospital chapel of St. Anthony's Monastery in 

Isenheim in Alsace, which explains the presence 

of the plague saint, St. Sebastian. 

❖ Monks of the monastery were noted for their care 

of plague sufferers as well as their treatment of 

skin diseases such as ergotism (eating fungus on 

rye flour). Here, Christ is shown diseased and 

weak, as to sympathize with those who were 

afflicted. 

❖ The Isenheim Altar is a complicated structure 

with four layers of painted surfaces - two sets of 

folding wings, like a double cupboard, enclosing 

the final altarpiece, which consists of three 

carved wood statues of saints. There are also 

two side panels and a predella (raised shelf above 

the altar). 

High Northern Renaissance – 16th Century

Isenheim Altarpiece (closed)
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High Northern Renaissance – 16th Century

Isenheim Altarpiece (detail)
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READ: Isenheim Altarpiece 

High Northern Renaissance – 16th Century

Isenheim Altarpiece (second position)

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ap-art-history/early-europe-and-colonial-americas/renaissance-art-europe-ap/a/grnewald-isenheim-altarpiece
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High Northern Renaissance – 16th Century

Isenheim Altarpiece (fully opened)


